Apostles Creed
The Apostles’ Creed has been with the church from almost the very beginning (in some form). It is a statement
of belief that contains the important facets of what Christians should hold as true. The Apostles’ Creed is not a
statement to be made that guarantees a person salvation if they recite it, it is a condensed theological system
that reflects what is right for a follower of Jesus Christ to believe. The English version is as follows:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body
and the life everlasting. Amen.
History of the Apostle’s Creed
Why would something like the Apostles’ Creed come into existence and then become very widely
disseminated and used? Consider the early days of the Christian faith. Even as the letters of the New
Testament were being written, there are hints that the writers were responding to beliefs about the nature of
Jesus Christ that were not considered true by the founding members of the church.
Secular and religious ideas, such as Gnosticism, the worship of Diana, and the Roman Imperial Cult, were
migrating into local congregations and these would have eventual effects as they spread around the world.
The Gospel message of salvation by grace through faith can become very difficult to perceive if the nature of
Jesus’ existence is not actually believed. How could they keep the faith true and uncorrupted? Add to this that
most of the world in that day were uneducated and illiterate, and teaching everyone theological ideas
becomes a difficult, almost impossible task.
A creedal statement that is easy to memorize fits the bill nicely. The earliest known form of creed was called
the Roman Symbol and is known to have existed by the mid-second century AD. It contains most of the main

components of what is now known as the Apostles’ Creed. The earliest documented reference to the current
Apostles’ Creed is from a letter to Pope Siricius in 390 AD, as explained here by Herbert Thurston. These
creeds appear to have become popular because of the Christian belief that people must confess/profess their
beliefs with their mouths to be saved. Early church leaders would have taught the creeds so that a person
could recite them to the congregation and witnesses to their baptisms.

THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God,(1) the Father Almighty
Maker of Heaven and Earth,(2)

BIBLE REFERENCES
1. Isaiah 44:6; 45:5
2. Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-3; Acts 14:15

And in Jesus Christ,(3)
His only Son,(4)
our Lord,(5)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,(6)
born of the Virgin(7) Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,(8)
was crucified,(9)
dead(10)
and buried.(11)

3. Luke 2:11; John 20:28
4. John 3:16, Proverbs 30:4
5. John 20:28
6. Luke 1:35
7. Luke 1:27
8. Luke 23:23-25
9. John 19:20; Acts 4:10; all Gospels
10. 1 Corinthians 15:3
11. 1 Corinthians 15:4

The third day(12)
He arose from the dead,(13)
He ascended into Heaven(14)
and is seated at the right hand
of God,(15) the Father Almighty.

12. 1 Corinthians 15:4
13. 1 Corinthians 15:4
14. Mark 16:19; Luke 24:51, Acts 1:11
15. Mark 16:19; Hebrews 1:3

From thence He shall come
to judge the quick* and the dead.(16)

16. 2 Timothy 4:1; John 5:22

I believe in the Holy Spirit,(17)
the Christian church,(18)
the communion ** of saints,(19)
the forgiveness of sins,(20)
the resurrection of the body,(21)
and life everlasting.(22)

17. John 15:26; 16:7-8, 13-14; Acts 13:2
18. Galatians 3:26-29
19. Revelation 19:14; Hebrews 10:25
20. Luke 7:48
21. 1 Thessalonians 4:16; John 6:39
22. John 10:28; 17:2-3

* "quick" means "spiritually alive"
* "communion" means "coming together"

The Nicene Creed
Was first adopted in A.D. 325 at the Council of Nicea. The Roman Emperor Constantine had convened the
Council of Nicea in an attempt to unify the Christian church with one doctrine, especially on the issues of the
Trinity and the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ.

We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in the holy Christian church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.

I believe in one God,
"I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. Thou
shalt have no other gods before me." -Exodus 20:2,3
"And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one
Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment." -Mark 12:29-31
the Father Almighty,
"One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all." -Ephesians 4:6
"Have we not all one father? Hath not one God created us?"

-Malachi 2:10

"And God said unto him, I am God Almighty:" -Genesis 35:11
Maker of heaven and earth,
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." -Genesis 1:1
"Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD, that maketh
all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; -Isaiah 44:24
and of all things seen and unseen.
"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him and for him:" Colossians 1:16
"For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:"
-Romans 1:20
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
"Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all
comfort;" -2 Corinthians 1:3
"Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ." -I
Thessalonians 1:1
"But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof." Romans 13:14
the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

" For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish but have everlasting life." -John 3:16
"And again, when he bringeth in the first-begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God
worship him." -Hebrews 1:6
"Then they that were in the ship came and worshiped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God." Matthew 14:33
"I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is
to come, the Almighty."
-Revelation 1:8
God of God, Light of Light, true God of true God; begotten, not made,
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God." -John 1:1
"This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all."
-I John 1:5
"Then spake Jesus again unto them saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life." -John 8:12
"And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God."

-John 20:28

" And we know that the Son of God is come, and has given us understanding, that we may know him that is
true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life." -I
John 5:20
" I will tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to me, "You are my son, today I have begotten you." -Psalms
2:7
"For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day I have begotten thee? And again,
I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?" -Hebrews 1:5
"He who has seen me has seen the Father." -John 14:9
being of one substance with the Father;
"I and my Father are one." -John 10:30
"Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the
last; and beside me there is no God." -Isaiah 44:6
"I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is
to come, the Almighty."
-Revelation 1:8
"Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:" -Philippians 2:6

"But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the Father is in
me, and I in him."
-John 10:38
"For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily."

-Colossians 2:9

by whom all things were made.
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the
beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was
made. ...He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. ...And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth." -John 1:1-3,10,14
"And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ." -Ephesians 3:9
"But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom are all things, and we by him." -I Corinthians 8:6
"Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature.For by him were all things created, that
are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things, and by him
all things consist."
-Colossians 1:15-17
Who, for us all for our salvation, came down from heaven,
"For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ," -I Thessalonians
5:9
"Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved."
-Acts 4:12
"And that from a child, thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith, which is in Christ Jesus." -II Timothy 3:15
"I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and
the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." -John 6:51
"For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me." -John 6:38
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man;
"Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before
they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost." -Matthew 1:18
"To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary. ...And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of
the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the
Son of God." -Luke 1:27,35

"Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men:"
-Philippians 2:6,7
"Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made of the
seed of David according to the flesh;" -Romans 1:3
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ." -Acts 2:36
"And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. ...Then
released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified." Matthew 27:2,26
"And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had
scourged him, to be crucified." -Mark 15:15
He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures;
" From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day." Matthew 16:21
"And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a
sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock; and rolled a stone unto the door of the sepulchre." -Mark 15:46
"And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living
among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee,
Saying The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise
again."
-Luke 24:5-7
"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received: how that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures: And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the Scriptures;" -I
Corinthians 15:3-4
and ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father;
"Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God." -John 20:17
"And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the
Spirit, seen of angels, preached to the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory."
-I
Timothy 3:16
" ...by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and
authorities and powers being made subject unto him.” -I Peter 3:21,22

"And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of
their sight." -Acts 1:9
"So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of
God." -Mark 16:19
and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
"And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white
apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven." -Acts
1:10,11
"Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all
kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen." -Revelation 1:7
"For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:" -John 5:22
"And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be
judge of quick and dead."
-Acts 10:42
"And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end." -Luke 1:33
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life;
"Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but
ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." -John 14:17
"Now the Lord is that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty." -II Corinthians 3:17
"Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit
and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn't it belong to you before it was
sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a
thing? You have not lied to men but to God." -Acts 5:3,4
"Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of God."
-John 3:5
"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;" -Titus 3:5
who proceeds from the Father; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who
spoke by the prophets.
"But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:" -John 15:26
"If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?" -Luke 11:13

"Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost:" -Matthew 28:19
"For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost."
-II Peter 1:21
And I believe in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me." -John 17:20-23
"I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of
your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism; One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all,
and in you all." -Ephesians 4:1-6
"And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all
things he might have the preeminence." -Colossians 1:18
"To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven," -Hebrews 12:23
"...they which are written in the Lamb's book of life."

-Revelation 21:27

"...and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life." -Philippians 4:3
"For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." -Matthew 18:20
"And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our fellowsoldier, and to the church in thy house:" -Philemon
1:2
"Likewise greet the church that is in their house." -Romans 16:5
"But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is
the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." -I Timothy 3:15
"And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
stone;" -Ephesians 2:20
"And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers." -Acts 2:42
I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins;

"And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost:" -Matthew 28:18,19
"One Lord, one faith, one baptism," -Ephesians 4:5
"For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ." -Galatians 3:27
"For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins." -Matthew 26:28
"And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem." -Luke 24;47
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." -Acts 2:38
“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh,
but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:”
-I Peter 3:21
"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." -Romans 6:3,4
and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
"Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection
of the dead?"
-1 Corinthians 15:12
"For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive." -1 Corinthians 15:21,22
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life." -John 3:16
"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love him." -1 Corinthians 2:9
"For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be the glory for ever. Amen." -Romans
11:36

